
Utah Peace Officer Standards & Training
K-9 Program

Course Descriptions & Dates

Patrol Dog:  2 April - 24 May 2012, 22 October - 13 December 2012, 1 April - 23 May 2013

A training course for K-9's, Handlers, Instructors, and Judges of Patrol Dogs.  The curriculum is founded in
Reality-Based training concepts and includes in-depth instruction for Handlers training their own Patrol Dogs,
Instructors training Patrol Dogs or Handlers, and Judges training Patrol Dogs, Handlers, or Instructors and
also evaluating/certifying Dogs, Handlers, and Instructors.  Handlers are supervised closely as they train their
own dogs, allowing the Handlers to be "self-sufficient" upon graduation.  Instructors are supervised closely
as they train Handlers and their Patrol Dogs, providing considerable "student teaching" opportunities.  Judges
are supervised closely as they evaluate Patrol Dogs, Handlers, and Instructors throughout the course.  All
three skill levels are taught simultaneously via an innovative "Tiered Skill Level" training environment.
Considerable time is spent in report writing and preparation for criminal/civil court testimony.  Certification
may be acquired in each of these skill-sets via Single-Blind examinations.

As of 10 April 2006, the Handler may choose to train his/her Patrol Dog in either the Detaining concepts,
Find & Bite concepts, or may teach both skills to the same Dog.  This new protocol is intended to provide
a wider variety of options for Agencies and Officers in their Patrol Dog applications.

Detector Dog:  30 July - 20 September 2012, 9 January - 28 February 2013

A training course for Handlers, Instructors, and Judges of Detector Dogs.  The curriculum is founded in
street-realistic training concepts and includes in-depth instruction for Handlers training their own Detector
Dogs, Instructors training Detector Dogs or Handlers, and Judges training Detector Dogs, Handlers, or
Instructors and also evaluating/certifying Dogs, Handlers, and Instructors.  Handlers are supervised closely
as they train their own dogs, allowing the Handlers to be "self-sufficient" upon graduation.  Instructors are
supervised closely as they train Handlers and their Detector Dogs, providing considerable "student teaching"
opportunities.  Judges are supervised closely as they evaluate Detector Dogs, Handlers, and Instructors
throughout the course.  All three skill levels are taught simultaneously via an innovative "Tiered Skill Level"
training environment.  Detector Dog categories include Narcotics, Explosives, and other categories as
requested.  Enrollment in multiple categories is by permission only.   Certification may be acquired in each
of these skill-sets via Single-Blind examinations.

SWAT Dog:  23-26 September 2012

A training course for Handlers, Instructors, and Judges of SWAT Dogs.  The curriculum is founded in street-
realistic training concepts and includes in-depth instruction for Handlers training their own SWAT Dogs,
Instructors training SWAT Dogs or Handlers, and Judges training SWAT Dogs, Handlers, or Instructors and
also evaluating/certifying Dogs, Handlers, and Instructors.  Handlers are supervised closely as they train their
own dogs, allowing the Handlers to be "self-sufficient" upon graduation.  Instructors are supervised closely
as they train Handlers and their Dogs, providing considerable "student teaching" opportunities.  Judges are
supervised closely as they evaluate Dogs, Handlers, and Instructors throughout the course.  All three skill
levels are taught simultaneously via an innovative "Tiered Skill Level" training environment.  Skill sets
include the following:

 1.  Tactical Heeling while Moving in a Team Formation;
 2.  Engagement Maneuvers while Moving in a Team Formation;
 3.  Vertical/Horizontal Movement Displayed by Handler and Dog;
 4.  Physical Endurance Displayed by Dog;
 5.  Perimeter Control During Tactical Operations;



 6.  Tandem Apprehension of Multiple Suspects;
 7.  Discrimination of a Targeted Subject;
 8.  Disruption of a Targeted Subject;
 9.  Stealth Entry, Team Movement, and Clearing High-Risk Areas;
10.  Forced Extraction of a Non-Compliant High-Risk Subject; and
11.  Forced Capture of a Non-Compliant High-Risk Subject.

K-9 Unit Manager:  To Be Announced

A training course for Mid-Level Management Personnel which will include training and certification in the
areas of Canine/Handler Selection, Canine Medical Care, Legal Authority and Constraints, Current Case Law,
Record-Keeping, Policy-Procedure-Practices, Establishing Training/Deployment Standards, Handler/Canine
Certification, Quality Control, Auditing, and Use of Force Review Processes.


